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Introductory 


HE  story  of  Leaside    is  the  history  of  a 

municipality   whose   traditions   date  back 

over  a  century  to  romantic  pioneer  days 
long  before  Confederation. 

Leaside  was  literally  hewed  from  primeval  forest 
by  its  indomitable  founder  whose  spirit  seems  to 
have  lived  on,  animating  the  region  through  pro- 
gressive stages  from  a  private  estate  to  a  thriving, 
industrial  municipality. 

Within  a  period  of  a  few  years  some  twenty-nine 
successful  industrial  enterprises  have  permanently 
located  in  Leaside.  Residential  population  has 
grown  to  1,250. 

The  secret  of  Leaside's  selection  by  wide-awake 
business  executives  as  the  favoured  site  for  their 
varied  activities  will  be  found  in  the  pages  which 
follow. 

To  the  critical  attention  of  industrial  executives 
seeking  an  advantageous  location  therefor,  "The 
Story  of  Leaside"  is  respectfully  dedicated. 


JOHN  SCOTT, 
Chairman,  Publicity  Committee. 


COMPILED   AND   ISSUED  BY 
THE   PUBLICITY   AND    INDUSTRIAL  COMMITTEE 
OF    LEASIDE   TOWN  COUNCIL 


JOHN  SCOTT, 


CHAIRMAN 


JOHN   A.  MacDONALD 


THE  LEASIDE  TOWN  COUNCIL 

1931 


LEASIDE  TOWN  COUNCIL  IS  A  CORPORATE  BODY  OF  BUSINESS 
MEN  ELECTED  ANNUALLY  WHO  ARE  EVER  READY  TO  CO-OPERATE 
WITH   CITIZENS   IN   ALL   MATTERS   PERTAINING  TO  MUNICIPAL 

AFFAIRS 
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HON.    GEO.    S.    HENRY,    B.A..    LL.  B. 
PREMIER   OF  ONTARIO 


Mr.  Henry  is  a  native  of  this  riding  of  East  York  and  has  well  justified  the  faith 
of  his  constituents  these  many  years,  particularly  with  his  elevation  to  the  Premiership. 

Mr.  Henry  says: 

"Leaside  has  possessed  excellent  railway  facilities  for  some  years,  and  with  the 
opening  up  of  the  highway  bridge  across  the  Don  it  is  now  well  served  with  roads 
having  easy  access  to  all  parts  of  the  City. 

"I  think  there  is  no  question  but  that  Leaside  possesses  many  advantages  for 
prospective  industries  and  residents." 
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MORE  than  a  century  ago  the  first  chapter  in  the  history  of  Leaside 
was  begun  when  James  Lea  emigrated  to  Canada  and  proceeded, 
in  the  manner  characteristic  of  our  pioneer  forefathers,  to  establish 
an  estate  in  the  thickly  forested  terrain  which  is  now  Leaside.  The  founder 
of  Leaside  undoubtedly  chose  the  200-acre  section,  which  he  ultimately 
purchased  for  a  guinea  an  acre,  because  of  the  fertility  of  the  soil,  for  its 
elevation,  and  for  its  accessibility  to  the  neighbouring  Town  of  York,  which 
subsequently  became  Toronto. 

Yonge  Street,  even  in  those  early  days,  was  one  of  the  main  trans- 
portation arteries  of  Upper  Canada,  and  Lea  found  access  to  Yonge  Street 
and  a  market  for  his  products  by  means  of  William  Street  which  closely 
approximated  the  present  location  of  Glebe  Road. 

Comparatively  little  is  recorded  of  the  gradual  settling  of  the  environs — 
it  is  known  that  the  section  was  heavily  timbered  and  clearing  of  the  land 
and  the  establishing  of  a  highly  productive  farming  district  was  an  arduous 
undertaking,  having  its  courageous  counterpart  throughout  southern 
Ontario. 

For  a  time  the  population  of  what  is  now  Leaside  was  largely  augmented 
by  the  influx  of  negroes  escaping  from  the  bondage  of  slavery  prevalent  in 
the  United  States  at  that  period. 

In  1829,  Lea  built  the  first  brick  house  in  York  Township  and  it  was 
in  this  landmark  that  James  Lea,  grandson  of  the  founder  and  retired 
Reeve,  was  born. 


James  Lea,  the  Pioneer 
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The  second  chapter  had  its  inception  in  1HS1  when  the  Canadian 
Pacific  Railway  laid  the  rails  of  the  present  North  Toronto  division.  Land 
was  acquired  from  the  Lea  family  for  a  station  at  the  junction  with  the 
main  line  and  by  agreement  the  station  was  named  "Leaside,"  the  name  by 
which  the  Lea  homestead  was  known. 

Thus  the  present  thriving  municipality  of  Leaside  has  a  background 
going  back  to  the  pioneer  days  of  Ontario  when  progress  spelled  unremitting, 
arduous  toil.  In  considering  the  industrious  character  of  its  founder  and 
the  example  of  thrifty  progressiveness  which  he  and  his  successors 
established,  it  is  not  surprising  that  Leaside  living  up  to  its  early  tradition 
to-day  finds  itself  a  veritable  hive  of  industry,  a  law-abiding,  self-respecting 
town  which  gives  every  promise  of  further  substantial  growth  both  in 
population  and  in  wealth. 

Wire  the  Genesis  of  Manufacturing, 

It  was  in  1913,  a  year  following  the  Town's  incorporation,  that  Leaside 
changed  from  a  strictly  agricultural  section  and  saw  the  genesis  of  its 
subsequent  remarkable  industrial  development.  In  this  year  the  Canada 
Wire  and  Cable  Company  under  the  guiding  genius  of  H.  H.  Horsfall  was 
seized  of  the  undisputed  advantages  offered  by  Leaside  from  an  industrial 
standpoint.  A  factory  site  was  secured  but  the  plant  was  incomplete 
when  the  Great  War  broke  out  in  August,  1914.  Heeding  the  urgent  cry 
for  munitions,  the  Company  altered  its  plant  and  devoted  itself  to  feverishly 
manufacturing  6-inch  shells.  Before  the  cessation  of  hostilities,  Canada 
Wire  and  Cable  Company's  Leaside  plant  was  the  largest  producer  of  this 
type  of  munition  on  the  continent. 

In  April,  1919,  the  Canada  Wire  and  Cable  Company  reverted  to  its 
accustomed  activities  at  the  Leaside  plant.  Additional  buildings  which 
had  been  erected  during  the  war  for  making  munitions  were  sold  to  the 
Durant  Motors  of  Canada,  so  that  two  nationally  important  firms  were 
located  side  by  side. 
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H.    H.  HORSFALL 
PRESIDENT   OF   THE    CANADA   WIRE   AND    CABLE  CO. 
AND   FORMER  MAYOR  OF   LEASIDE.  1922-30 
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The  Canada  Wire  executive  had  sixty  homes  built  in  the  town  shortly 
after  the  war.  These  formed  the  nucleus  of  the  present  residential  district. 
With  these  steps  already  taken,  Leaside  was  well  on  her  way  to  municipal 
stability  and  prosperity. 

Utmost  credit  is  due  to  H.  H.  Horsfall  for  stimulating  the  progress  of 
Leaside.  Through  the  Canada  Wire  and  Cable  Company  he  financed  the 
first  watermains,  subsidized  a  bus  service  and  gave  Leaside  light  and  power. 

Automobiles  and  Trucks  Next 

On  March  1st,  1922,  the  first  Durant  car  was  completely  built  by  the 
Company  in  their  plant  at  Leaside.  In  the  short  period  of  nine  years  the 
Company  has  grown  until  it  stands  to-day  in  a  unique  position  in  the 
automotive  industry  in  Canada.  It  is  a  Canadian  automobile  company, 
controlled  by  Canadian  capital,  directed  and  managed  by  a  Canadian 
executive,  which  builds  and  merchandises  an  outstanding  line  of  passenger 
cars  and  commercial  vehicles. 

When  the  Durant  Motors  of  Canada  Limited  was  established  at 
Leaside,  the  Company  owned  one  building  which  covered  a  space  of 
approximately  two  acres  of  land.  To-day  the  Company  owns  eighteen 
acres  of  land  and  a  plant  comprising  eleven  modern  buildings  with  a  floor 
space  of  approximately  600,000  square  feet,  equipped  with  the  most 
modern  and  up-to-date  machinery  for  the  production  of  passenger 
automobiles  and  trucks. 

Roy  D.  Kerby,  President  and  General  Manager  of  the  Company,  is 
one  of  the  youngest  chief  executives  in  the  automobile  industry  in  the 
North  American  Continent,  and  it  is  due  to  his  personality  and  aggressiveness 
that  the  Dominion  Motors  Limited  has  attained  its  present  standing  in 
the  industry  in  Canada  to-day.  Mr.  Kerby  has  been  associated  with  the 
Company  since  July  2nd,  1925,  when  he  assumed  the  position  of  General 
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ROY   D.  KERBY 

PRESIDENT   AND    GENERAL   MANAGER    OF    DOMINION    MOTORS  LIMITED 
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Sales  Manager.  Two  months  later  he  was  promoted  to  Assistant  General 
Manager,  and  in  January  1926  was  appointed  General  Manager.  In 
January  1929  he  was  elected  President  of  the  Company. 

With  the  change  of  name  in  the  Company  from  Durant  Motors  of 
Canada  Limited  to  Dominion  Motors  Limited,  a  sales  company  was 
organized  under  the  name  of  Durant  Motors  Limited  to  carry  on  the  sales 
and  distribution  of  the  automobiles  under  the  trade  name  of  "Durant" 
and  the  commercial  vehicles  under  the  trade  name  of  "Rugby."  These 
products  are  manufactured  by  Dominion  Motors  Limited  and  distributed 
throughout  Canada  by  a  Durant  organization  consisting  of  some  six 
hundred  dealers. 

The  Great  Gatineau  Power  Station 

By  virtue  of  its  key  position  for  Province-wide  distribution  of  power, 
and  owing  also  to  its  exceptional  railway  facilities  for  the  accommodation 
of  heavy  equipment,  the  Town  of  Leaside  was  selected  by  the  Ontario 
Hydro-Electric  Power  Commission  as  the  site  for  the  largest  power  sub- 
station in  the  world. 

This  $5,000,000.00  plant  is  the  Toronto  receiving  end  of  the  great 
Gatineau  line.  The  transformers  are  the  largest  single-phase,  water-cooled 
units  in  physical  size  ever  constructed.  Each  of  the  twelve  transformers 
in  the  plant  weighs  368,000  pounds,  and  daily  nearly  a  million  and  a  half 
gallons  of  water  is  required  for  cooling  purposes,  which  is  approximately 
enough  water  to  supply  a  town  of  15,000  population. 

The  power  is  generated  at  the  plants  on  the  Gatineau  River,  Quebec, 
transmitted  to  Leaside  at  220,000  volts,  a  distance  of  230  miles,  the  longest 
220,000-volt  line  in  Canada. 

Every  convenience  and  safeguard  has  been  installed  in  the  plant  which 
controls  such  tremendous  flow  of  power. 
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A  Splendid  Army  of  Manufacturers 

From  its  auspicious  beginning,  the  industrial  phase  of  Leaside  has 
expanded  to  proportions  undreamed  of  by  the  municipality's  incorporators. 
Leaside  now  boasts  a  wide  variety  of  industries,  a  representative  list  of 
which  is  given  below: 

Automobiles  and  Trucks — 

Dominion  Motors  Limited,  an  outgrowth  of  Durant  Motors 
of  Canada. 

Asphalt — 

Canadian  Bitumuls  Company. 

Cardboard  Boxes — 

Corrugated  Paper  Box  Company,  Limited. 

Cast  Stone — 

Stucco  Products  Limited. 

Concrete  and  Cinder  Blocks — 

Leaside  Block  &  Tile  Company. 

Coal,  Coke,  Wood  and  Trucking — 
Excelsior  Coal  Company. 
Henderson  Coal  Company,  Limited. 
Johnson  Coal  Company. 
Leaside  Transportation  Company,  Limited. 
Standard  Fuel  Company,  Limited. 

Contractors  Machinery — 

Sheridan  Equipment  Company. 

Construction  and  Contracting — 

McNamara  Construction  Company,  Limited. 
Nelson  River  Construction  Company,  Limited. 
Ruscica  Brothers  Company. 
Rayner  Construction  Company,  Limited. 
Taylor  Construction  Company. 
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Cut  Stone — • 

Nicholson's  Cut  Stone,  Limited. 
Geo.  Thomas. 

Electric  Wire  and  Cable — 

Canada  Wire  &  Cable  Company. 

Gasoline  and  Oils — 

Beaver  Petroleum  Company,  Limited. 
Supreme  Oil  Company,  Limited. 

Iron  Fences  and  Meters — 

Shipway  Iron  Company. 

Lumber  Dealers — 

Hancock  Lumber  Company. 

Paints,  Varnishes,  Etc. — 

Canada  Varnish  Company,  Limited. 

Paint  Specialities — 

Tremco  Manufacturing  Company,  Limited. 

Plastering  and  Building  Materials — 

H.  W.  Calkin  Company  Limited 

Steel  Wire  Rope — 

Canada  Wire  &  Cable  Company. 

Stuccos — 

Stucco  Products,  Limited. 

The  remarkable  industrial  growth  of  Leaside  and  its  concomitant 
residential  development  can  be  ascribed  to  the  general  suitability  of  the 
municipality  for  the  economical  manufacture  and  distribution  of  factory 
products.  It  is  a  safe  assumption  that  the  executives  of  Leaside's  varied 
industries  satisfied  themselves  by  comparisons  with  other  available  locations 
of  the  superior  advantages  offered  by  this  town  before  selecting  Leaside 
as  the  permanent  site  of  their  respective  plants. 


Page  Thirteen 


Page  Fourteen 


THE   STORY   OF   THE    TOWN  OF  LEAS  IDE 


F  INTEREST  to  Leaside  are  two  features  under  the  jurisdiction 


of  the  Attorney  General,  namely,  The  Ontario  Railway  and 


Municipal  Board,  which,  among  other  things,  is  a  court  of  appeal 
to  which  disputes  may  be  carried  either  by  citizens  or  municipalities, 
and  The  Workmen's  Compensation  Board,  which  awards  benefits  to 
persons  injured  in  industrial  accidents. 


Leaside  offers  excellent  transportation  facilities.  The  industries  of 
the  Town  are  served  by  both  of  Canada's  large  railways,  the  Canadian 
Pacific  and  the  Canadian  National.  In  addition,  first-class  motor  roads 
radiating  to  every  point  in  Toronto  and  throughout  the  Province  are 
available  for  motor  transport.  The  Terminal  warehouses  and  loading 
docks  of  Toronto  Harbour  are  within  short  hauling  distance. 

Splendid  highways  connect  the  municipality  with  all  parts  of  the 
Province  and  completion  of  the  new  Woodbine  Bridge  now  under 
construction  will  place  Leaside  on  the  direct  short  route  from  Yonge 
Street  to  the  Kingston  Road,  the  main  eastern  highway. 

The  Canadian  National  has  large  sidings  and  industrial  sites  in  the 
manufacturing  district,  some  of  which  are  now  available. 

Canadian  Pacific  passenger  trains  en  route  for  points  east  stop  regularly 
at  Leaside  station,  thereby  eliminating  for  north-end  residents  the  trip 
downtown  to  the  Union  Station. 

The  Leaside  Viaduct  also  provides  an  excellent  truck  route  to  the 
docks,  where  products  may  be  loaded  aboard  ships  and  sent  to  the  ports 
of  the  world,  and  where  bulky  raw  materials  may  be  taken  ashore. 

The  town  has  contracted  with  the  Toronto  Transportation  Commission 
for  provision  of  a  regular  bus  service  through  the  main  streets  and  linking 
Yonge  Street  and  Danforth  Avenue.  This  service  has  proven  adequate 
for  residents  so  far,  but  allowance  has  been  made  in  pavements  for 
installation  of  street  car  tracks  as  soon  as  development  warrants. 


Ideal  Transportation  Facilities 
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R.   H.   MCGREGOR.  M.P. 


R.  H.  McGregor,  M.P.,  is1]  our  representative  in  the  Dominion  Government 
and  a  representative  who  has  been  untiring  in  his  efforts  to  assist  Leaside. 

Mr.  McGregor  says: 

"To  my  mind  there  is  no  place  so  well  situated  to  meet  the  needs  of  industry  as 
your  municipality.  You  possess  an  abundant  supply  of  labor  of  all  kinds  in  your  own 
and  the  surrounding  municipalities,  the  best  of  shipping  facilities  and  ample  room  for 
expansion.  My  business  takes  me  over  many  parts  of  the  Province  each  year  and  I 
have  yet  to  see  a  place  so  well  situated  as  Leaside." 
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Carload  freight  shipments  from  sidings  served  directly  by  the  Canadian 
National  Railway  at  the  close  of  the  business  day  will  be  moved  to  the 
Don  Valley  Yards  by  5  p.m.  Shipments  going  east  will  be  moved  to  the 
Danforth  Yard  and  there  consolidated  with  the  train  leaving  that  night. 
Completed  carload  lots  going  west  will  be  transferred  to  the  Mimico  Yards, 
leaving  the  latter  point  at  10.30  p.m.  the  same  night  and  will  arrive  at 
Windsor,  for  instance,  at  8  a.m.  the  following  morning.  All  less  than 
carload  lots  loaded  at  Leaside  move  to  the  Don  Valley  Yard  the  same 
evening,  consolidated  the  following  morning  at  either  Cherry  or  Simcoe 
Streets  with  trains  going  east  or  west  as  the  case  may  be,  and  move 
that  night. 

The  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  will  give  the  same  prompt  service. 


Exceptional  Co-operation  from  Town  Conncil 


The  Municipal  System,  with  its  Mayor,  Reeve,  and  Councillors,  gives 
to  each  locality  a  complete  measure  of  self-government  in  its  own  affairs. 
This  is  to  be  considered  as  an  integral  part  of  the  provincial  administration. 
It  further  provides  independent  management  and  support  of  its  schools 
under  the  general  supervision  of  the  Department  of  Education. 

Leaside  offers  at  normal  cost  all  the  metropolitan  facilities  adjacent 
to  the  City  of  Toronto,  while  at  the  same  time  affording  comparatively 
inexpensive  sites  both  for  factory  and  residential  purposes  with  the  added 
important  consideration  of  low  taxes. 

Through  an  equitable  arrangement  with  the  City  of  Toronto,  Leaside 
is  furnished  with  an  adequate  fresh  water  supply  which  is  distributed  to 
the  Town  by  means  of  the  municipality's  system.  In  this  way  an  expensive 
water  supply  installation  has  been  obviated. 

Adequate  electric  power  at  comparatively  low  rates  is  available 
through  the  Ontario  Hydro-Electric  System,  a  public  ownership  enterprise 
famous  throughout  the  world.  Artificial  gas  is  furnished  by  the  Consumers' 
Gas  Company  of  Toronto,  while  the  Bell  Telephone  supplies  efficient 
telephone  service. 
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Building,  Passenger  and  Commercial  Vehicles 

in  Leaside 


BUILDING  DURANT  MOTOR   CARS  AND   RUGBY  TRUCKS   IN  LEASIDE 
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AN    URGENT    SHIPMENT    OF    CABLE    BY  AIR 

Labour  conditions  at  Leaside  are  ideal.  In  addition  to  the  Town's 
permanent  1,200  residents,  there  is  in  the  section  of  the  City  of  Toronto 
adjacent  to  Leaside  a  first-class  labour  market  of  some  20,000.  Largely 
of  native  birth  with  a  large  percentage  owning  and  living  in  their  own 
homes,  the  supply  of  labour  referred  to  is  notably  industrious  and  free 
from  the  unrest  apparent  in  many  less  favoured  industrial  centres. 


GENERAL   VIEW   OF   THE    NICHOLSON'S    CUT   STONE,  LTD. 
OPERATING  A   NEW  AND  UP  TO  DATE  PLANT  WITH  SPACE  AND  EQUIPMENT 
FOR  THE  EXECUTION  OF  LARGE  CONTRACTS 
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CONCRETE  AND  ASPHALT  PLANT  OF  THE  McNAMARA  CONSTRUCTION   COMPANY.  LIMITED 
HEAD  OFFICE:  53  YONGE  STREET 

Mr.  Geo.  McNamara  says:  "In  locating  our  asphalt  plant  and  repair 
yard  on  the  above  site  in  Leaside,  we  found  that  it  afforded  the  best 
facilities  for  carrying  out  our  many  paving  contracts  in  Toronto  and 
suburbs." 


THE  CORRUGATED  PAPER  BOX  COMPANY,  LIMITED 
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STUCCO   PRODUCTS  AND   CAST  STONE  COMPANY 

Not  the  least  in  importance  of  the  advantages  offered  by  Leaside  to 
its  present  and  prospective  industries  is  the  whole-hearted  co-operation  of 
the  municipal  council,  which  is  composed  of  business  executives  conversant 
with  the  requirements  of  modern  industrial  enterprises. 


LEASIDE  SERVICE  STATION 
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CLOSE  TO  THE  CENTRE  OF  POPULATION 


Strategic  Position 

One  mile  east  of  Yonge  Street  and  extending  from  St.  Clair  Avenue 
on  the  south  to  beyond  Eglinton  Avenue  on  the  north  lies  the  Town  of 
Leaside.  It  is  within  a  three-mile  radius  of  Bloor  and  Yonge  Streets,  one  of 
Toronto's  finest  shopping  centres.  St.  Clair  and  Yonge  intersection, 
another  convenient  business  centre,  is  only  five  minutes  by  motor. 


CANADA   WIRE   AND    CABLE   CO.    REEL  ROOM 
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G  ATI  N  EA  U   POWER  STATION 


The  heart  of  the  downtown  district,  Queen  and  Yonge  Streets,  can 
be  reached  in  less  than  twenty  minutes,  and  no  more  than  twenty-five 
minutes  are  required  to  make  the  trip  to  the  Union  Station. 

Leaside  stands  about  150  feet  above  lake  level  on  land  that  is  high 
anddry. 


LAIRD    DRIVE,    LOOKING  SOUTH.  AND    VIEW   OF  DURANT 
OFFICE  BUILDING  AND  T.T.C.   BUS  TERMINAL 
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A  Beautiful  Place  to  Reside 

For  the  homeseeker  Leaside,  in  addition  to  all  the  advantages  incident 
to  a  metropolitan  centre,  possesses  the  unquestioned  attractions  of  the 
small  town. 

Here  are  paved  roads  and  sidewalks,  all  modern  conveniences,  excellent 
educational  and  religious  facilities,  banks,  shops,  and  some  twenty-nine 
stable  industries  of  such  diversity  of  product  as  to  provide  ample  employ- 
ment under  normal  conditions  for  all  residents  desiring  gainful  occupation. 

Here  also  are  attractive  residences  erected  under  moderate  restrictions, 
available  home-sites 
at  reasonable  cost, 
ready  accessibility 


to  such  amusement 
and  other  attractions 
as  the  City  of  Toron- 
to affords,  yet  with 
all  this,  compara- 
tively low  taxes  and 
a  community  spirit 
which  no  large  cen- 
tre can  possibly 
offer. 


These  attrac- 
tive  homes 
£race  the  hill- 
side north  of 
E&linton  Ave. 
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Careful  town  planning  has  resulted  in  the  segregation  of  Leaside's 
industrial  plants  in  a  200-acre  section  to  the  east  of  the  900  acres  expressly 
set  aside  for  residential  purposes. 

Fire  hazard  and  the  possibility  of  the  erection  of  unsightly  residences 
has  been  taken  care  of  by  municipal  by-laws  forbidding  frame  buildings 
or  such  as  are  not  in  keeping  with  the  general  attractive  character  of  homes 
in  the  section. 


This  beautiful  park,  recently  dedicated  to  the  City  of  Toronto  by 
Alice  M.  Kilgour,  in  memory  of  her  husband,  the  late  Joseph  Kilgour,  lies 
just  adjacent  to  the  northern  boundary  of  Leaside. 

It  is  undoubtedly  one  of  the  most  naturally  picturesque  spots  in 
the  districts  surrounding  Toronto  and  residents  of  Leaside  are  welcome 
to  partake  of  its  beauty  and  enjoy  its  outing  facilities. 

In  the  exact  centre  of  the  town,  fronting  on  Millwood  Road  between 
McCrea  Drive  and  Rumsey  Road,  a  block  of  land  some  four  acres  in  size 
has  been  purchased  which  will  in  the  near  future  be  made  into  a  park  and 
playground.  This  will  add  considerably  to  the  beauty  and  desirability 
of  Leaside  as  a  place  of  residence. 


THE   KILGOUR  PARK 
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Leaside  Viaduct 


getting  to  and  from  the  downtown  districts  of  the  City  of  Toronto. 


The  Leaside  Bridge  came  as  one  of  the  most  valuable  stimuli  in 
the  town's  history.  It  directed  a  steady  stream  of  traffic  through  the 
town  and  encouraged  new  industries.  One  of  the  longest  and  most 
impressive  structures  of  its  kind  on  the  continent,  its  overall  length, 
including  approaches,  totals  4,500  feet,  lacking  but  780  feet  of  a  mile. 

The  length  of  the  bridge  proper  is  1,400  feet,  its  width  being  56  feet. 
It  spans  the  ravine  at  a  height  of  135  feet.  The  cost  was  $975,000,  coming 
just  inside  the  million  mark,  the  figure  at  which  its  cost  is  usually  quoted. 

Back  in  1911  when  Sir  William  Meredith  was  Chairman  of  the  Civic 
Improvement  Committee,  first  plans  were  made  for  the  bridge.  Actual 
work  began  in  December,  1926,  to  be  completed  ten  months  later. 

The  opening  and  dedication  ceremony  took  place  Saturday,  October 
29th,  1927,  at  3  p.m.,  the  contributing  parties  being  the  Province  of  Ontario, 
County  of  York,  City  of  Toronto,  Town  of  Leaside  and  the  York  Land 
Company,  Limited. 
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Hig,h  Standard  of  Education 

IEASIDE  PUBLIC  SCHOOL  has  been  maintained  at  a  high  stan- 
ce dard  as  regards  both  staff  and  equipment,  ever  since  its  foundation 
in  1920.  Modern  teaching  methods  are  in  effect,  provision  is  made 
for  High  School  education,  and  the  supervised  tennis  courts,  base- 
ball, football  fields,  skating  rink  and  other  recreational  facilities  are  the 
means  by  which  the  trustees  hope  to  realize  the  ideal  of  a  student  type 
with  "a  sound  mind  in  a  sound  body." 


F.    C.  IRWIN 
CHAIRMAN  OF   THE   SCHOOL-  BOARD 


Owing  to  the  rapid  increase  in  enrolment,  a  splendid  four-roomed 
addition  to  the  present  brick  structure  which  was  built  to  allow  for 
just  such  growth  has  now  been  erected. 

The  Trustee  Board  operates  on  a  6-mill  rate,  the  lowest  school  tax  in 
Ontario.  Free  books,  free  dental  service,  free  medical  examinations  and 
inoculations  when  necessary  are  provided.  The  staff  is  paid  on  a  basis 
similar  to  that  in  effect  in  the  City  of  Toronto. 

The  spacious  auditorium  is  available  to  the  various  town  organizations 
free  of  charge. 

For  the  homeseeker,  Leaside  offers  all  the  advantages  of  the  small 
town;  low  taxes,  inexpensive  home-sites,  excellent  educational  facilities, 
modern  conveniences. 
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FINE  NEW  ADDITION  TO   PUBLIC  SCHOOL  NOW  REACHING  COMPLETION    BY  SULLIVAN  &  FRIED. 
CONTRACTORS,  S.   B.   COON  &  SONS.  ARCHITECTS 

Leaside  offers  at  normal  cost  as  much  as  any  metropolis.  It  has 
City  of  Toronto  water,  Hydro-Electric,  Bell  Telephone  service,  Consumers' 
Gas,  Toronto  Transportation  System  buses,  permanent  pavements  and 
domestic  and  storm  sewers. 

Leaside  possesses  5.6  miles  of  permanent  pavement,  4.8  miles  of 
sidewalks,  12.3  miles  of  sewers,  and  12.9  miles  of  watermains. 


LEASIDE  PUBLIC  SCHOOL,  HANNA  ROAD 

Page  Thirty 


THE   STORY   OF   THE    TOWN   OF  LEJSIDE 


LEAS  I D  E    BOY  SCOUTS 


Branches  of  both  the  Imperial  Bank  and  the  Canadian  Bank  of 
Commerce  have  been  established  in  the  town,  the  former  in  the  industrial 
area  and  the  latter  in  the  environs  of  Bayview  Avenue  and  Millwood  Road. 
In  the  Bayview  district  several  local  merchants  have  set  up  shop  and  most 
household  necessities  are  available  at  standard  prices. 


LEASIDE  GIRL  GUIDES 
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A  Message  From 
The  Minister  of  Highways 

on  the  subject  of 

Accident  Prevention 

Probably  no  single  development  in  the  history  of  our  Province 
has  had  more  widespread  influence  upon  the  lives  and  habits  of 
our  citizens  than  the  automobile. 

Ontario  was  one  of  the  first  Provinces  to  recognize  the  importance 
of  this  modern  means  of  transportation,  and  first,  also  to  adopt  a 
progressive  policy  of  road  building  and  road  maintenance. 

Today,  of  Ontario's  72,000  miles  of  roads,  more  than  38,000  miles 
are  improved  gravel,  7,000  miles  are  paved,  and  69  per  cent,  of  all 
roads  are  surfaced. 

These  roads  are  not  only  a  remarkable  convenience,  but,  as  well, 
they  are  a  responsibility.  The  seriousness  of  the  responsibility 
is  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  in  Ontario  last  year,  524  persons  lost 
their  lives  through  automobile  accidents.  All  available  statistics 
would  seem  to  indicate  that  most  of  these  accidents  were  avoid- 
able, and  were  caused  by  either  thoughtlessness  or  wilful  violations 
of  the  common-sense  rules  of  the  road. 

The  Ontario  Department  of  Highways  is  publishing  in  the  press 
of  Ontario,  a  series  of  educational  advertisements,  in  which  an 
effort  is  being  made  to  keep  drivers  and  pedestrians  alike,  alive  to 
the  necessity  for  the  continuous  exercise  of  care,  courtesy  and 
common-sense  in  the  use  of  our  highways. 

Your  co-operation  in  making  our  streets  and  highways  safe  is 
earnestly  solicited. 

LEOPOLD  MACAULAY, 

Minister  of  Highways. 
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